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Together Achieving Educational Success 

Springtime at Tyrone Elementary 

—By Kristin Musselman, Tyrone Elementary Principal 

It is hard to believe that it is already May and we will be 
heading into summer vacation in a few short weeks. While 
time seems to be flying by, there are many great upcoming 
events at TAES to be on the lookout for! 
 
Family Fun Night is an after-school event hosted by the 
teachers and staff members of TAES that will be held on May 
2nd from 5:00-7:00 pm at the Elementary School. During this 
event, families are invited to come to school to take part in 
various outer-space themed activities located around the 
school building. This year, the students will also have the 
opportunity to take part in a GooseChase while in 
attendance! At the completion of the event, each child will be 
able to visit the Book Bus and will get to choose a FREE 
book to kickoff their summer reading! 
 
On May 4th, TASD will host the annual Color Blast event. 
This year, there will be approximately 30 vendors on site for 
your spring shopping needs in addition to the race. 
Registration opens at 10:00 am if you are interested in 
running the race and the vendors will be set up from 10:00- 
1:00 pm for shopping. During the event, you will also have 
the opportunity to enter a basket raffle. 
 
Dates to know: 
 

• May 2nd- Family Fun Night 
• May 4th- Color Blast 
• May 23rd- 4th grade graduation 
• May 27th- No School (Memorial Day) 
• June 5th- Last Day/ Meet your new teacher! 

It is the policy of the Tyrone Area School District not to discriminate on the basis of sex, handicap, race and national origin in its educational and vocational programs, activities, or employment as required by Title IX, 

Section 504, and Title VI.  Please direct questions about this policy to Cathy Harlow, Superintendent of Schools, at 814.684.0710 Ext. 4123. 

 

05/04 Color Run Blast! 

05/27 
Memorial Day—No School 
No Preschool, Daycare Closed 

This Way to the Fun 

—by:  Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Coleman & Mr. Drager 

Track and field day 
is coming in May.  
This is a great way 
for our future 
track stars to 
showcase their budding athletic talents.  Our 
3rd and 4th grade students will compete in 
individual and team events.  The day will 
conclude with a tug-of-war tournament 
between the classes.  Families are welcome to 
attend and cheer us on from the hill 
overlooking the track.  We look forward to 
seeing our students giving their all! 

Mark your calendars  
(and cross your fingers for good weather)! 

 
3rd grade – Wednesday, May 15 

4th grade – Thursday, May 16 

Upcoming May Events: 

 
3rd -BOGO Book Fair set up 
6th-10th BOGO Book Fair 
6th-10th Teacher Appreciation Week 
14th – PTO Meeting, 3:30pm, Location Small Gym 
20th - BT Challenge for 4th Marking Period Ends 
24th - BT Challenge Winners: Extra Recess and Treat 



Congratulations to 

Gavin Brasher for 

winning the 

Martin’s reusable 

bag drawing 

contest!  Look for 

his artwork on 

bags next spring! 

Lions, Tigers, and Bears . . . Oh My! 
—Well, no bears but, dogs, horses, and elephants! 
Submitted by the Second Grade Team 

Through the Shriners’ generosity, the second grade traveled 

to the Annual Jaffa Shrine Circus on Wednesday, April 10, 

2019. The students were engaged by the rage in the cage of 

the terrific tigers, mesmerized by the dynamic display of 

balancing, breathtaking tightrope walking, and enthralled 

by the flips and acrobatic tricks of the Chicago Boyz. As stu-

dents were in “stitches” by the antics of The One and Only 

Bello Nock, their attention quickly focused on the marvelous 

motorcycles, unique unicyclist, and the ponderous pachy-

derms. All the while, the students’ appetites were quenched 

by the flow of snow cones, the salty butter of popcorn, and 

the sticky sweetness of cotton candy. With their bellies full 

and their dreams of seeing a circus fulfilled, the exhausted 

students trudged back to school where they shared their 

souvenirs and experiences with everyone!  

Kindergarten April Newsletter 

By--Mrs. Neumann, Kindergarten Teacher 

Kindergarteners at Tyrone 

Elementary have been reading, 

reading, reading!!  Besides working 

so hard in class, kindergarten has 

been participating in a reading 

challenge for the month of April.  

Each week our kindergarten friends 

have been recording books they’ve 

read and watching their ice cream 

cones grow and grow to show many books they’ve read.  We 

are anxious to find out who our top readers will be at the end 

of the challenge.  We’re hoping to celebrate with some fun ice

-cream activities to celebrate our hard work.   

While the 3
rd

 and 4
th
 grade students took the PSSA, it gave 

our kindergarten friends a chance to do some extra fun 
literacy activities in the classroom.  We’ve enjoyed talking 
about the start of spring, life cycles, and the changes we are 
seeing outside.  As we gear up for the end of the year, please 
remember to keep reading at home--sitting outside on a 
blanket or taking a book to the park is a great option! 



First Grade Carnegie Fieldtrip 

—by Sarah Ciampoli & Lisa Ingle 

 On April 18th, after an awesome Museum 

Madness unit in first grade classrooms, the whole 

grade took a trip to the Carnegie Natural History 

Museum in Pittsburgh.  While there, the students 

completed the dinosaur dig program and 

participated in the Bonehunter’s Quarry.  In the 

quarry, the students were paleontologists and used 

chisels as well as brushes to uncover hidden fossils.  

Then, in the dinosaur program, each student had a 

chance to find either a Stegosaurus toe or a T-Rex 

fossil.  After discovering the fossil, each student 

wrapped the fossil in a plastic jacket to protect it 

and transport it home.  Also at the museum, the 

classes had a guided tour of the dinosaur exhibit 

and had the opportunity to tour the museum to 

view the other exciting exhibits.  On the way home, 

our firsties had a pit stop at McDonald’s in 

Blairsville.  Overall, it was a fun and exciting trip for 

everyone involved.  

Star Students Shine Bright in April  —From the fourth grade team 

This month we took the opportunity to 

recognize a few students in our grade 

level who demonstrate 

outstanding behavior 

and academics on a 

daily basis. While we 

had several to choose 

from, we had to select 

a final three for the 

month. These three 

students exemplify 

what it means to be 

leaders. They have an 

impeccable work ethic 

and are constantly 

striving to make those around them 

the best they can be. They are dependable and respectful students who 

are role models in our building. We are so proud of what they’ve 

accomplished this year. Congratulations to Carter Burkett, Cassidy 

Fleck, and Grant Miller! 

 
“A leader is one who knows the way, goes the way, and shows the way.” – John Maxwell 

The PTO offers a 

huge THANK YOU to 

everyone who 

volunteered this 

year!  The students 

benefit from your 

involvement! Stay 

tuned next year for 

changes in 

fundraising and Box 

Top collections! 



Through my student teaching experience in the third grade 
at Tyrone Elementary I have learned so much. My mentor teacher, 

Jenna Dillon, and I have created engaging lessons for our third 
grade classroom. Some of these lessons include introducing the 
ChromeBooks, turning our classroom into a "Starbooks" cafe and 
many other things. I also had the opportunity to introduce mindful-
ness and meditation to my students. They now ask me when the 
next time we meditate is going to be. Not only have I learned im-

portant skills for my future career, but I have also learned what com-
munity looks like. The Tyrone community has been so supportive of 
all of the student teachers since the first day that we started and we 
all could not be more grateful. I am so lucky to have had the oppor-
tunity to student teach at Tyrone Elementary, and this community 

will always hold a special place in my heart.—Miss Pinder 

Third Grade Student Teacher Send Off—submitted by the Third Grade Team 
At Tyrone Elementary, Third Grade will deeply miss our Penn State student teachers, Miss Walter, 
Miss Pinder, and Miss Wood! Every student in our hallway had the pleasure of interacting with these 
three exceptional teachers. Tyrone wishes them the best of luck in their very bright futures! 

My student teaching experience at 

Tyrone was amazing. The faculty, staff, 

and administration are dedicated to 

providing all students with the best possi-

ble education. I am so thankful for all the 

opportunities I had while student teach-

ing in Tyrone. My mentor teacher, Mrs. 

Walk (3rd grade), challenged me and 

taught me what it means to be a teacher 

and how to be professional. Collaborating 

with my co-student teachers and the rest 

of the third grade teachers was always 

beneficial. I would not trade my student 

teaching experience at Tyrone for any-

thing. The students were wonderful and I 

will definitely miss them as I move on to 

the next chapter of my life.   —Miss Wood 

I cannot express enough the gratitude I have for this student 
teaching experience in Mrs. Casillo’s third grade classroom at Tyrone 
Area Elementary School. Looking back to the very first day in the 
classroom, I do not recognize myself. This new overwhelming feeling 
threw me for a loop. However, as soon as the students walked through 
the door, I felt an immediate sense of ease. Something about my group of 
students made me feel at home. Due to their experience with student 
teachers in the past, they had some sort of expectation of what I could 
deliver. On the other hand, I had no idea of what my potential would 
hold. Slowly, buy surely, I started to make connections with the students 
and became aware of their triumphs and struggles both inside and 
outside of the classroom. Along with forming these relationships, I started 
to implement my own lessons. The initial launch of my own lessons 
seemed to be a little rocky at the start. I placed an immense pressure on 
myself to provide opportunities for the students to gain content 
knowledge and did not realize the engagement lacked. With that being 
said, I recognized their strengths and weakness, researched engagement 
strategies, and completely changed my outlook on delivering lessons.  

The couple of weeks off from the winter break did not truly affect 
my relationships with the students. Coming into the new semester, I 
embraced the opportunities to implement my own lessons based on the 
needs of the students. Slowly, but surely, I started to “take over” the 
classroom and felt a sense of pride that my mentor trusted me enough to 
give me the reigns. Planning, delivering, and assessing assessments 
became second nature due to my comfortability with the students. 
Professionalism was one of the main goals I tried to obtain throughout 
the course of my experience. Throughout the year, I have observed other 
classrooms in the school and incorporated the ideas of a variety of 
teachers based on their styles. With that being said, the immense strides I 
have made throughout the course of this year truly should be owed to the 
inspiring essence of my mentor and remarkable support from my 
supervisor. Without their dedication to provide opportunities for me to 
achieve greatness, I would not have the confidence I have to approach my 
future classroom. Overall, I am immensely thankful for all of the 
opportunities Tyrone provided for me to grow as an educator and I will 
truly miss the support from the students, teachers, and staff.   

—Ms. Katie Walter (Mrs. Casillo’s Student Teacher)  



First Grade Farewell and GOOD LUCK! 

—by Mrs. Ciampoli 
First grade will be saying good luck and 

see you soon to three wonderful first grade stu-

dent teachers.  Each one of them brought 

knowledge, spice, and energy to the classrooms 

they taught in.  The students, teachers, and par-

ents will miss them greatly!  Great luck to Miss 

Ashton, Miss Yingst, and Miss Boyle. 

 

Ideas for Encouraging the Development 

of Preschool Vocabulary Skills at Home 

—by Ms. Hershberger 
By the age of 4 years, children should have a 
vocabulary of nearly 1,000 words that they are 
able to produce and use in sentences consisting 
of 4-5 words. The following activity suggestions 
can be used at home to help facilitate the growth 
of your preschool-aged child’s vocabulary skills 
(adapted from a handout by AGB Speech 
Therapy): 
 
• During meal times: Label foods, utensils, and 

other items on the table. Discuss how the 
foods look, taste, smell, and feel.  

• In the bathroom/during bath time: Identify 
and label various body parts. Encourage your 
child to label actions as they complete them 
(e.g., washing, brushing, dressing).  

• At wake-up/bedtime: Discuss different items 
of clothing and what items of clothing are 
needed during each season. At bedtime, 
read! Label objects in the book’s pictures and 
ask your child “wh” (“who”, “what”, “when”, 
“where”, “why”) questions about the 
pictures and stories. 

• In the car: Label and describe other vehicles 
on the road (color, size, shape, etc.). Label 
and discuss objects out the window as you 
pass them.  

PTO Congratulates the Box Top USA Challenge Winners! 

 
 
 
 
 





Summer Camp 2019! 

How would you like to go back in time this summer? How would you like to learn about the 

Wild West? Maybe you would like to be a Medieval Knight or a Viking. Come join us for Sum-

mer Camp 2019, Going Back in Time! Dates are June 10th –August 9th. You will enjoy a differ-

ent era each week with activities such as art, sports, computer, hiking, games, and fieldtrips 

(ages Pre-K – 6th grade). You will go swimming twice a week, (toddlers will enjoy sprinklers). If 

your child is between the ages of Pre-K (3 by September 1, 2018)-6th grade join us on Wednes-

day, May 1st in the Main Lobby of the Elementary School from 3:45 PM-6:00 PM for registra-

tion. A $30 registration fee will be due at sign –ups. The registration fee includes a camp T-shirt 

for field trip days. Check out some of our weekly themes and scheduled field trips. If you have 

any questions please contact Patty Gonder at 814-684-1342, ext. 2704. Hope to see you May 1st!  

  

 
. 

  

Week Theme Overview Fieldtrip 

July 8-12 

  
Ancient Rome 

Fun Fact: 
Dormice and other weird foods like flamingo 

were eaten by the Romans. They even ate 

while lying down on couches instead of sit-

ting in chairs! 

  
Friday, 

July 12th 
Shawnee State 

Park 
  
  

  
July 15-19 

  
  

  
Prehistoric/Stone Age 

Fun Fact: 
Scientists believe what is now green on earth 

could have been purple because ancient 

microbes may have used a molecule other 

than chlorophyll to harness the sun’s rays. 
  

*Additional fees for charter bus will be ap-

plied for this fieldtrip* 

Friday, 
 July 19th 

Lake Tobias 
 

July 22-26 

  
Victorian Era 

Fun Fact: 
The “London Fog” got its name from this era. 

Most Victorians wore black clothing because 

the pollution from the coal gave light colors 

a grey tinge. 
  

  

Wednesday, 

July 24th 
Altoona Curve 

Splash Day 
  




